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With the U.S. Capitol in the background, people walk past a sign that says say, “Voters Decide 
Protect Democracy,” Jan. 6, 2022, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
Future of American democracy 
loomed large in voters’ minds 


By GARY FIELDS and NUHA DOLBY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — This week’s ballot 
had an unspoken candidate — American 
democracy. Two years of relentless at- 
tacks on democratic traditions by former 
President Donald Trump and his allies left 
the country’s future in doubt, and voters 
responded. 
Many of the candidates who supported 
the lie that Trump won the 2020 election 
lost races that could have put them in po- 
sition to influence future elections. But the 
conditions that threatened democracy’s 
demise remain, and Americans view them 
from very different perspectives, depend- 
ing on their politics. 
In New Hampshire, voters reelected Re- 
publican Gov. Chris Sununu to a fourth 
term but rejected three congressional 
candidates who were either endorsed by 
Trump or aligned themselves with the for- 


mer president. Instead, voters sent Demo- 
cratic incumbents back to Washington. 
Bill Greiner, a restaurant owner and com- 
munity bank founder, said the Trump can- 
didates won their Republican primaries by 
“owning the crazy lane” and then provid- 
ed an easy playbook for Democrats in the 
general election. 
Greiner, a Republican, said in past years 
he has fallen in line behind GOP nominees 
when his preferred candidates lost prima- 
ries, but he couldn’t vote for candidates 
who continued to deny the legitimacy of 
the 2020 presidential election. 
“The election was not stolen, and anyone 
who leads with and finishes with being an 
election denier is not going to do well,” he 
said. “I think that point was proven with ex- 
clamation marks.” 
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Future of American democracy loomed large in voters’ minds 


Continued from Front 


In the run-up to the mid- 
term 
election, 
President 
Joe Biden put the spotlight 
on threats to American de- 
mocracy, although critics 
suggested it was a ploy to 
take attention off his poor 
approval ratings and vot- 
ers’ concerns about the 
economy. 
Election Day showed Biden 
was not alone in his anxi- 
ety: 44% of voters said the 
future of democracy was 
their primary consideration, 
according to AP VoteCast, 
an extensive survey of more 
than 94,000 voters nation- 
wide. That included about 
56% of Democrats and 34% 
of Republicans. 
But among Republicans, 
those who identify as be- 
ing part of Donald Trump’s 
Make 
America 
Great 
Again 
movement 
were 
more likely than others to 
say the future of democra- 
cy was the top factor when 
voting, 37% to 28%. 
The concerns over democ- 
racy were shared by mem- 
bers of both major parties, 
but for different reasons: 
Only about a third of Re- 
publicans 
believe 
Biden 
was legitimately elected, 
according to the AP Vote- 
Cast survey, showing how 
widely Trump’s continued 
false 
claims 
about 
the 
election have permeated 
his party. 
Democrats, 
meanwhile, 
believed the spread of 
election lies and the num- 
ber of Republican candi- 
dates repeating them were 
an assault on the founda- 
tion of democracy. 
Several of the most vocal 
candidates who denied 
the results of the 2020 presi- 
dential election ended up 
losing races for statewide 
office that play some role 
in overseeing elections. 
Trump and his supporters 
targeted races for Secre- 
tary of State, the office that 
oversees voting in most 
states, after being unable 
to overturn 2020 election 
results at the state level. 
The AP VoteCast survey also 
showed the effect the false 
claims have had on how 
Americans view the securi- 
ty of elections. It found that 
MAGA Republicans were 


more likely to lack confi- 
dence in the midterm vote 
— about half of MAGA Re- 
publicans overall were not 
confident the vote would 
be counted accurately, 
but just 3 in 10 of their non- 
MAGA counterparts had 
those concerns. 
There was no widespread 
fraud in the 2020 election 
or any credible evidence 
that it was tainted, as con- 
firmed by federal and state 
election officials, exhaus- 
tive reviews in battleground 
states and Trump’s own at- 
torney general. 
The former president’s alle- 
gations of fraud were also 
roundly rejected by doz- 
ens of courts, including by 
judges he appointed. 
Still, the conspiracy theo- 
ries run deep. They offered 
fertile ground for sowing 
mistrust when fairly routine 
problems arose in Detroit 
and Maricopa County, Ari- 
zona. The trouble was eas- 
ily solved, but not before 
it sparked recriminations 
on social media, including 
posts by Trump. Arizona’s 
Republican 
gubernato- 


rial candidate, Kari Lake, 
raised the possibility of ne- 
farious activity and has said 
if she wins, she would call 
a special session to make 
massive changes to Arizo- 
na election laws. 
Questions about elections 
were directly on the ballot 
in several states. 
In Nebraska, voters ap- 
proved a voter ID proposal 
that was born in the af- 
termath of the 2020 elec- 
tion and the false claims 
of fraud. Michigan voters 
approved a wide-ranging 
initiative backed by voting- 
rights advocates. Among 
other things, it would ex- 
pand early voting options, 
require 
state-funded 
re- 
turn postage and offer 
drop boxes for absentee 
ballots. The measure also 
specified that the Board of 
State Canvassers has only 
a “clerical, nondiscretion- 
ary” duty to certify election 
results. 
Long-term victory should 
not be declared, said Ron 
Daniels, president of the 
Institute of the Black World 
21st Century: “The white 


nationalist, white suprema- 
cist, MAGA movement has 
been checked but not de- 
feated.” 
He said Black voters, espe- 
cially, were aware of what 
was at stake. The election 
deniers who would poten- 
tially nullify votes were part 
of a long history of efforts 
to deny people, especially 
people of color, represen- 
tation. 
The results were “danger- 
ously close,” Daniels said. 
“We have to wait to see 
the ultimate outcome.” 
Michigan Secretary of State 
Jocelyn Benson, a Demo- 
crat who won reelection 
against a candidate who 
has repeated Trump’s 2020 
falsehoods, said she was 
heartened to see conces- 
sions from candidates who 
had previously refused to 
acknowledge that Biden’s 
win was legitimate or who 
repeated Trump’s election 
lies. 
Among them was Minneso- 
ta Republican gubernatori- 
al candidate Scott Jensen, 
who lost to the incumbent 
Democratic governor. 


“Tim Walz is the governor 
for four more years,” he told 
supporters. 
“Republicans, 
quite frankly, we didn’t 
have a red wave. It was a 
blue wave. And we need 
to stop, we need to recali- 
brate. We need to ask our- 
selves: ‘OK, what can we 
learn from this? What can 
we do better?’” 
Jenna Ellis, senior legal 
adviser 
for 
Pennsylvania 
Republican 
gubernato- 
rial candidate Doug Mas- 
triano, said on her pod- 
cast: “There isn’t this kind 
of concern that we had in 
2020. We can’t just say, ‘Oh 
my gosh, everything is sto- 
len.’ That’s ridiculous for this 
election.” 
The fact that some of the 
strongest 
supporters 
of 
Trump’s claims conceded 
their defeats could help 
“reestablish some of the 
norms of the democratic 
process that were trashed 
during Trump,” Dartmouth 
historian Matthew Delmont 
said. 
The question now is wheth- 
er democracy is safe, or just 
safe today, he said.q 


Supporters of President Donald Trump demonstrate during a rally on, Jan. 6, 2021, at the Ohio Statehouse in Columbus, Ohio. 
Associated Press 
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By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
man who authorities say 
participated in a ransom- 
ware campaign that ex- 
tracted tens of millions 
of 
dollars 
from 
victims 
has been charged in the 
United States, the Justice 
Department 
announced 
Thursday. Mikhail Vasiliev, 
a dual national of Russia 
and Canada, was arrested 
Wednesday. He is currently 
in custody in Canada and 
is awaiting extradition to 
the U.S. on charges that 
accuse him of involvement 
in the Lockbit ransomware 
operation. 
No lawyer for the 33-year- 
old Vasiliev, of Bradford, 
Ontario, Canada was listed 
on the court docket. He 
faces charges of conspir- 
acy to intentionally dam- 
age protected computers 
and to transmit ransom de- 
mands. 
Lockbit has been one of 
the most prolific strains of 
ransomware. 
During 
the 
first five months of this year 


it accounted for 46% of 
all 
ransomware-related 
breaches that were pub- 
licized on extortion sites 
used by the syndicate to 
pressure victims by threat- 
ening to publicly leak sto- 


len data, according to the 
cybersecurity firm Palo Alto 
Networks. 
Its top victims have been 
in the U.S., Italy and Ger- 
many, where it targeted 
a gamut of industries from 


manufacturing to retail. 
The 
Justice 
Department 
says that between Janu- 
ary 2020 and the present, 
LockBit 
members 
have 
conducted at least 1,000 
ransomware attacks — in 


which hackers hold victims’ 
data hostage through en- 
cryption until a sum is paid 
— in the U.S. and around 
the world. Prosecutors said 
the hackers made at least 
$100 million in ransom de- 
mands and extracted tens 
of millions of dollars in pay- 
ments. 
Deputy 
Attorney 
General Lisa Monaco said 
in a statement that the ar- 
rest was the “result of over 
two-and-a-half-years of in- 
vestigation into the LockBit 
ransomware group.” 
According to court docu- 
ments made public Thurs- 
day, Canadian law en- 
forcement 
searched 
Vasiliev’s home and dis- 
covered 
a 
file 
named 
“TARGETLIST” on a device. 
One of the victims named 
on that list was a business in 
New Jersey, where the Jus- 
tice Department filed the 
case, the documents say. 
Law enforcement did an- 
other search in October, 
when they said they found 
on a laptop computer an 
open tab pointed to a site 
called “LockBit LOGIN.”q 


By MARTHA MENDOZA, JU- 
LIET LINDERMAN and JASON 
DEAREN 
Associated Press 
Federal health officials are 
conducting a new study 
to determine whether vet- 
erans once stationed at a 
now-shuttered 
California 
military base were exposed 
to dangerously high levels 
of cancer-causing toxins. 
The decision by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre- 
vention comes nine months 
after an Associated Press 
investigation 
found 
that 
drinking water at Fort Ord 
contained toxic chemicals 
and that hundreds of vet- 
erans who lived at the cen- 
tral California coast base in 
the 1980s and 1990s later 
developed rare and termi- 
nal blood cancers. 
In a letter last Friday to Rep. 
Katie Porter, D-Calif., the di- 
rector of the CDC’s Agen- 
cy for Toxic Substances and 
Disease 
Registry, 
Patrick 
Breysse, wrote that “there 
are sufficient data and sci- 
entific reasons for ATSDR 
to re-evaluate health risks 


related to historical drink- 
ing water exposures at Fort 
Ord.” Porter had asked for 
a new study in February, 
two days after the AP pub- 
lished its story. 
The agency did not im- 
mediately respond to a 
request seeking further de- 
tails about the new study. 
Army veteran Julie Akey, 
who lived at Fort Ord and 
was diagnosed in 2016 at 
the age of 46 with multiple 
myeloma, a rare blood 
cancer, said she is “confi- 
dent that science will prove 
our high rate of cancers 
and illnesses are not a co- 
incidence.” 
Akey started a Facebook 
group for Fort Ord veterans 
with cancer. The number 
has grown to nearly 1,000. 
In 1990, four years before it 
began the process of clos- 
ing as an active military 
base, Fort Ord was added 
to the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency’s list of 
the most polluted places 
in the nation. Included in 
that pollution were doz- 
ens of chemicals, some 


now known to cause can- 
cer, that were found in 
the base’s drinking water 
and soil. The AP’s review of 
public documents showed 
the Army knew that chemi- 
cals had been improperly 
dumped at Fort Ord for 
decades. Even after the 
contamination was docu- 
mented, the Army played 
down the risks. 
One of those chemicals 
was trichloroethylene, or 
TCE, which was known as 
a miracle degreaser and 
was widely used at Fort 
Ord. The Army found TCE 
in Fort Ord’s wells 43 sepa- 
rate times from 1985 to 
1994, and 18 of those tests 
showed TCE exceeded le- 
gal safety limits. 
The new health study will 
update one conducted 
more than 25 years ago. 
The previous ATSDR public 
health study, published in 
1996, found that toxins in 
the soil and in the aquifers 
below Fort Ord were not 
likely to pose a past, pres- 
ent or future threat to those 
living there. 


But that conclusion was 
based on limited data sup- 
plied by the military and 
before 
medical 
science 
understood the relation- 
ship between some of the 
chemical exposures and 
cancer, particularly TCE. 
Four years after the ATSDR’s 
assessment, in 2000, the De- 
partment of Health and Hu- 
man Services added TCE 
to its roster of chemicals 
known to cause cancer. 
It’s unclear how long and 
at 
what 
concentrations 


TCE may have been in the 
water before 1985, when 
hundreds of thousands of 
people lived on the base. 
And TCE wasn’t the only 
problem. The EPA identi- 
fied more than 40 “chemi- 
cals of concern” in soil and 
groundwater. 
The Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs told the AP ear- 
lier this year that the con- 
tamination was “within the 
allowable safe range” in 
areas that provided drink- 
ing water.q 


U.S. charges suspect linked to notorious ransomware gang 


Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco speaks during the Chiefs of Police Executive Forum, at 
the United States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) headquarters in 
Washington, May 6, 2022. 
Associated Press 


CDC to conduct health study at polluted former Army base 


Rusted barrels rest outside barracks at Fort Ord on Wednesday, 
April 28, 2021, in Fort Ord, Calif. 


Associated Press 
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By DAVE KOLPACK 
Associated Press 
FARGO, N.D. (AP) — The first 
winter storm of the season 
to blast off from the Rockies 
was unloading its energy 
Thursday primarily in North 
Dakota, where it could 
dump up to 18 inches (46 
centimeters) of snow and 
kick up winds as high as 50 
mph (80 kph). 
The system started with a 
round of freezing drizzle 
that made driving tricky 
in the Dakotas. It led to a 
chain reaction crash that 
totaled a state trooper’s 
vehicle and closed Inter- 
state 94 in eastern North 
Dakota for several hours 
Wednesday night and shut 
down I-29 in eastern North 
Dakota on Thursday morn- 
ing. 
Both interstates have re- 
opened but travel was ex- 
pected to become nearly 
impossible in some stretch- 


es due to whiteout condi- 
tions, the National Weather 
Service said. Flight delays 
and 
cancellations 
were 
being posted at airports 
across the region. 
The 
storm 
was 
already 
hammering central North 
Dakota on Thursday morn- 
ing. Jacqueline Swiftbird, a 
cashier at the Flying J truck 
stop in Mandan, said a 


semi-trailer that had been 
hauling other vehicles was 
stuck outside her window. 
She said she was the only 
cashier who could make 
it into work and that she 
picked up employees for 
restaurants and other shops 
in the travel center. 
“It is extremely, extremely 
hazardous out there,” Swift- 
bird said. “I am really busy 


being the only cashier but 
I would rather not have 
any other employees try to 
make it here in these condi- 
tions.” 
Storm warnings were is- 
sued Thursday for western 
Montana, for southwestern 
through northeastern South 
Dakota and for northwest- 
ern Minnesota, but me- 
teorologist Carl Jones said 
North Dakota was getting 
the worst of it. 
“Right 
now 
it’s 
mainly 
driven 
by 
heavy 
snow 
amounts,” said Jones, who 
works out of the weather 
service’s eastern North Da- 
kota office in Grand Forks. 
“We are talking 1- to 2-inch 
per hour rates over a pretty 
wide swath.” 
The crash involving the 
North Dakota trooper’s ve- 
hicle happened about 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday on I-94 
near Jamestown, the state 
Highway Patrol said. The 


officer had gotten out of a 
vehicle after seeing a semi- 
trailer jackknife on the road 
and the patrol car was 
struck by a passenger car. 
The trooper was not injured. 
There were seven addi- 
tional crashes at the same 
location, all in quick suc- 
cession. 
Several people were trans- 
ported to a Jamestown 
hospital with injuries, includ- 
ing one person with a bro- 
ken leg, the patrol said. 
Jones, the meteorologist, 
said the first storm is always 
a learning or relearning ex- 
perience. 
“We kind of lean on that. 
That first storm, if you will, of 
the season, we really try to 
get the message out to be 
extra cautious,” Jones said. 
“We’re really trying to re- 
mind people to practice 
good safe driving habits 
and get their winter survival 
kits into their vehicles.”q 


A woman crosses Broadway Avenue as snow continues to fall 
during a blizzard in Bismarck, N.D. on Thursday, Nov. 10, 2022. 


Associated Press 


1st winter storm of season rolling through Montana, Dakotas 


By KATHLEEN RONAYNE 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— California regulators on 
Thursday proposed chang- 
es to the state’s residential 
solar market designed to 
encourage more at-home 
battery systems that can 
help the electrical grid 
rely less on fossil fuels in the 
evenings, especially during 
heat waves. 
It’s the California Public Util- 
ities Commission’s second 
attempt at updating the 
state’s incentive program 
for home solar systems. An 
earlier decision, released 
last December, added new 
charges for solar customers 
and lessened the subsidies 
for installing rooftop panels, 
which utilities wanted but 
solar companies warned 
would cripple the booming 
industry. 
Solar panels are on 1.5 mil- 
lion California homes, cre- 
ating by far the nation’s 
largest home solar market. 
The state has set ambitious 
goals for transitioning away 
from fossil fuels and to re- 
newable energy sources 
like solar and wind to pow- 
er homes, businesses and 


cars. Under existing rules, 
solar customers can sell ex- 
tra energy they aren’t using 
back to their power com- 
pany for credit on their bill. 
California’s three major util- 
ities Pacific Gas & Electric, 
Southern California Edison, 
and San Diego Gas & Elec- 
tric have argued the pay- 
ment is so generous that so- 
lar customers aren’t paying 


their fair share for the over- 
all cost of the electric grid, 
which they still rely on when 
their panels aren’t generat- 
ing power. Power rates in- 
clude other costs like elec- 
tric transmission and wildfire 
prevention work. 
The new proposal lessens 
how much money people 
get for selling their extra 
solar energy. But it doesn’t 


include a solar-specific fee 
that utilities wanted. It cre- 
ates new financial incen- 
tives for people to install 
home storage systems to 
capture extra solar ener- 
gy during the day. It also 
changes electric rates to 
encourage people to ex- 
port stored energy to the 
grid in the late afternoon 
and early evening, when 


the grid typically transitions 
from renewable sources to 
fossil fuels. 
“These changes will help 
meet California’s climate 
goals and increase reliabil- 
ity, while promoting afford- 
ability across all income 
levels,” administrative law 
judge Kelly Hymes wrote in 
the decision. 
The 
five-member 
public 
utilities commission has until 
mid-December to discuss 
the proposal. If they ap- 
prove it, it wouldn’t take ef- 
fect until at least April 2023. 
People who already have 
solar panels and storage 
systems would not see a 
change to their bill credits; 
the plan would only affect 
new customers. It also locks 
in a better rate for people 
who install in the next five 
years in an attempt to en- 
courage more homeown- 
ers to get into the solar mar- 
ket now. 
The public utilities commis- 
sion estimates the average 
customer with only solar 
panels would save $100 
a month and that people 
with rooftop solar panels 
and storage systems would 
save $136. q 


Solar panels sit on rooftops at a housing development in Folsom, Calif., Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020. 
Associated Press 


California seeks to pair home energy storage, rooftop solar 
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By ALBERT AJI 
Associated Press 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 
A U.N. envoy on Thursday 
urged Western and Arab 
countries to lift sanctions 
imposed on Syria years 
ago, warning that the mea- 
sures 
are 
exacerbating 
“the destruction and trau- 
ma” Syrian civilians have 
been exposed to since the 
country’s civil war started 
11 years ago. 
Alena Douhan, the U.N.’s 
special rapporteur on uni- 
lateral coercive measures 
and human rights, said the 
sanctions are leading to 
shortages in medicines and 
medical equipment that 
affect the lives of ordinary 
Syrians. 
The statement, at the end 
of Douhan’s 12-day visit to 
the war-torn country, de- 
tailed what she described 
as “catastrophic effects of 
unilateral sanctions across 
all walks of life in the coun- 
try.” Sanctions by the United 
States, the European Union 


and some Arab countries 
have been in place since 
2011, after President Bashar 
Assad’s 
government 
cracked down on protests 
against his rule that began 
as part of Arab Spring upris- 
ings sweeping the region. 
Syria quickly descended 
into civil war. 
The sanctions have target- 
ed the oil industry, money 
transfers and a number of 
institutions and officials, in- 


cluding Assad. Over the 
years, they were expanded 
to target officials blamed 
for repression and the use 
of chemical weapons. 
“I urge the immediate lift- 
ing of all unilateral sanc- 
tions that severely harm hu- 
man rights and prevent any 
efforts for early recovery, 
rebuilding and reconstruc- 
tion,” Douhan said, adding 
that 12 million Syrians grap- 
ple with food insecurity. 


Douhan said that 90% of 
Syria’s population currently 
lives in poverty, with lim- 
ited access to food, water, 
electricity, shelter, cooking 
and heating and fuel. 
With more than half of Syr- 
ia’s vital infrastructure ei- 
ther “completely destroyed 
or severely damaged,” the 
sanctions are undermining 
efforts towards economic 
recovery, she added. 
Once an oil exporter, Syria 
now relies on imports, and 
higher fuel costs caused by 
the sanctions have pushed 
up prices in nearly every 
sector. The Syrian pounds 
now sells at about 5,000 
to the dollar on the black 
market, compared to 47 
pounds for $1 at the start 
of the conflict. Hundreds 
of thousands have been 
killed, 
millions 
displaced 
and large parts of the 
country destroyed. 
Some rights groups pushed 
back against Douhan’s as- 
sessment. The Syrian Net- 
work for Human Rights said 


Douhan should demand 
that the “Syrian regime 
ends 
its 
violations 
and 
crimes against humanity” 
as a precondition for lifting 
sanctions. The group said 
Assad’s government has 
never launched an inves- 
tigation into the killing and 
disappearance of tens of 
thousands of Syrians and 
never held any official ac- 
countable. “Therefore, we 
believe that more sanc- 
tions must be imposed on 
thousands of implicated 
individuals from the Syrian 
regime, in order to combat 
the culture of impunity,” it 
said. 
Douhan said that block- 
ing payments and refusal 
of deliveries by foreign 
producers 
and 
banks, 
coupled 
with 
sanctions- 
induced 
limited 
foreign 
currency reserves, “have 
caused serious shortages 
in medicines and special- 
ized medical equipment, 
particularly for chronic and 
rare diseases.”q 


By RIAZAT BUTT 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — The Taliban are banning wom- 
en from using gyms in Afghanistan, an official in Kabul 
said Thursday, the religious group’s latest edict cracking 
down on women’s rights and freedoms since they took 
power more than a year ago. 
The Taliban overran the country last year, seizing power in 
August 2021. They have banned girls from middle school 
and high school, despite initial promises to the contrary, 
restricted women from most fields of employment, and 
ordered them to wear head-to-toe clothing in public.q 


Alena Douhan, a U.N. official tasked with looking into the impact 
of sanctions on human rights, speaks during a press conference 
in Damascus, Syria, Thursday, Nov. 10, 2022. 


Associated Press 


U.N. envoy urges lifting of sanctions harming Syrian civilians 


Hameeda, 18, left, and Sadaf, 14, Afghan girls who are training 
to be boxers, work at their gym in Ghazi Stadium Kabul, 
Afghanistan, Tuesday, Oct. 23, 2007. 


Associated Press 


Taliban official: 
Women banned from 
Afghanistan’s gyms 
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By Megan Janetsky 
The Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — The U.N.’s 
chief human rights agency 
called on the Dominican 
Republic on Thursday to 
halt rising deportations of 


Haitian migrants at a time 
of turmoil in their country. 
“Unremitting 
armed 
vio- 
lence and systematic hu- 
man rights violations in Haiti 
do not currently allow for 
the safe, dignified and sus- 


tainable return of Haitians 
to the country,” U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Volker Türk said in a 
statement. 
He extended that call to 
other nations in the region. 
The United States also has 
also continued to crack 
down on Haitian migration 
despite the Biden adminis- 
tration expressing concern 
for Haiti’s humanitarian situ- 
ation. 
Gang warfare and political 
turmoil have fueled an exo- 
dus from Haiti, with migrants 
seeking refuge across the 
region. 
In the Dominican Repub- 
lic which shares a 240-mile 
(390-kilometer) border with 
Haiti on the island of His- 
paniola that has prompt- 
ed migratory and border 
crackdowns that the gov- 


ernment says will “guaran- 
tee border security.” 
Dominican authorities say 
they deported 43,900 mi- 
grants, largely Haitians, be- 
tween July and October. 
Deportation 
figures 
also 
shot up by about 50% be- 
tween September and Oc- 
tober. 
Advocacy groups say mass 
deportations 
of 
Haitians 
from the Dominican Re- 
public ramped up follow- 
ing the 2021 assassination 
of Haitian President Jove- 
nel Moïse, which thrust an 
already crisis-stricken na- 
tion into chaos. 
Such 
deportations 
have 
jumped in recent months 
as Haiti’s most powerful 
gang blocked fuel supplies, 
creating widespread hard- 
ships. 
That blockade was lifted 


only this week. 
Türk also urged the Carib- 
bean nation to take mea- 
sures to prevent xenopho- 
bia 
and 
discrimination 
against Haitians. 
But 
William 
Charpantier 
Blanco, head of the Na- 
tional Committee for Mi- 
grants and Refugees in the 
capital of Santo Domingo, 
said the Dominican gov- 
ernment’s “persecution of 
migrants” has only deep- 
ened such sentiments. 
While the activist said he 
understands 
Dominican 
security concerns, it is “an- 
other thing going after a 
number of migrants that 
cross the border looking 
for work, looking to protect 
their own lives. They’re hon- 
est people who cross into 
the Dominican Republic to 
survive.”q 


By NINIEK KARMINI 
Associated Press 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 
Indonesian aviation investi- 
gators concluded Thursday 
that a nearly decade-long 
failure to properly repair a 
malfunctioning automatic 
throttle, pilots’ overreliance 
on the plane’s automation 
system, and inadequate 
training contributed to the 
crash of a Boeing 737-500 
last year that killed 62 peo- 
ple. 
National 
Transportation 
Safety Committee investi- 
gators said in their final re- 
port that the Sriwijaya Air 
jet’s maintenance record 
showed the problem with 
the automatic throttle had 
been reported by pilots 65 
times since 2013 and was 
still 
unsolved 
when 
the 
26-year-old plane plunged 
into the Java Sea after tak- 
ing off from Jakarta on Jan. 
9, 2021. 
Lead investigator Nurca- 
hyo Utomo said at a news 
conference that the pilots’ 
last conversation with air 
traffic control was about 4 
minutes after takeoff, when 
they responded to an in- 
struction to go up to 13,000 
feet. 
The 
plane’s 
flight 
data recorder showed it 
reached an altitude of 
10,900 feet and then be- 


gan declining, Utomo said. 
He said the plane required 
less engine thrust as it 
neared its target altitude, 
but that the automatic 
throttle was unable to re- 
duce the right engine’s 
power because of friction 
in the mechanical system. 
The automatic throttle at- 
tempted to compensate 
by reducing the left en- 
gine’s power further, cut- 


ting its output to as low 
as 34%. The right engine’s 
power 
remained 
at 
its 
climb setting, or about 92%, 
resulting in sharply unequal 
thrust, the report said. 
The pilot fought to bring the 
plane up, but “was unable 
to recover from the situa- 
tion,” and the jet rolled onto 
its left side, the report said. 
A minute later, the flight 
data recorder showed that 


the automatic throttle had 
been disengaged as the 
plane pitched down. The 
recorder stopped record- 
ing a few seconds later. 
The automatic throttle can 
be used by pilots to set 
the speed automatically, 
thereby 
reducing 
their 
workload and wear on the 
engines. 
Movements 
of 
the automatic throttle are 
linked to 13 other compo- 


nents of the plane, the re- 
port said. 
Many 
of 
the 
problems 
leading to the crash were 
disclosed in a preliminary 
report issued by Indone- 
sian authorities last year. 
The final report released 
Thursday provided new de- 
tails of the pilots’ response 
to them. Utomo said inad- 
equate training “contribut- 
ed to the inability of the pi- 
lot to prevent and recover 
from the condition.” 
The pilots’ overreliance on 
the 
plane’s 
automation 
system may have resulted 
in inadequate monitoring 
in the cockpit, so that the 
flight deviation was not 
immediately noticed, the 
report said. Utomo said 
the voice data recorder 
only worked on one au- 
dio channel, and another 
channel that was supposed 
to record all voices in the 
cockpit was filled with an 
unknown 
buzzing 
sound 
that prevented investiga- 
tors from fully analyzing the 
coordination between the 
two pilots. 
The report concluded that 
repeated attempts to re- 
pair the automatic throttle 
over the years had failed 
because they had not 
properly fixed the mechan- 
ical issue. q 


National Transportation Safety Committee investigator Nurcahyo Utomo holds a model of an 
airplane during a press conference in Jakarta, Indonesia, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Nov. 
10, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Report: Failure to fix throttle led to Indonesia plane crash 


Haitians wait to cross the border between Dominican Republic 
and Haiti in Dajabon, Dominican Republic, Friday, Nov. 19, 2021. 


Associated Press 


U.N. agency urges halt to Dominican deportation of Haitians 
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Parkietenbos, Integrity and Aruparking discussed during 
Parliamentary session on 2023 budget 


ORANJESTAD – Yesterday 
the session regarding the 
national budget for 2023 
continued in the Parliament 
of Aruba, in the presence 
of minister of Transport, In- 
tegrity, Nature and Senior 
Affairs, Ursell Arends, who 
answered different ques- 
tions from members of Par- 
liaments from the coalition 
parties, MEP and Raiz. 


In his answers, Arends em- 
phasized the word “integ- 
rity” that is mentioned a 
lot recently, indicating that 
as politicians they all need 
to reflect for a moment 
on how this affects each 
of them in the eyes of the 
community. 


He was asked what he is 
doing regarding integrity. 
He elaborated about Cor- 
porate Governance code, 
the legislation that was 
also presented in the Con- 
sultative Congress on the 
3rd and 4th of November, 
where for the first time they 
presented 
a 
legislation 
draft – Landsverordening 
Corporate 
Governance 
and draft Code Corporate 
Governance – to provide 
space for all organizations 
that need to deal and work 
with this law to give their 
input and the law can go 
through the necessary pro- 
cess. Arends said that the 
organizations have three 
weeks to give feedback, 
there are around 80 orga- 
nizations as well as students 
from the University of Aruba 
who took part in the Con- 
sultative Congress. 


Once the feedback is re- 
ceived, it will be processed 
together with the Corpo- 
rate Governance Commis- 
sion, Themis Institute and 
wetgeving jurist (law attor- 
ney) who are working on 
it so that the law can be 
sent to Directie Wetgeving 
en Juridische Zaken (DWZ – 
Department of Legislation 
and Legal Affairs) and con- 
tinue the formal process to 
eventually arrive to Raad 
van Advies and the Aruban 
Parliament. 
“The concept was sent 
also to Parliament, and this 
does not mean that Par- 


liament agrees with it de 
facto, but you as members 
of Parliament can also use 
the opportunity to review 
the concept and if there 
are any changes you want 
to see in the concept.” 


Regarding the Bureau of 
Integrity – Bureau Integriteit 
– Arends said that the staff 
was increased from two 
to four people. The idea is 
that in the following months 
this will be increased to six, 
so that they can execute 
all the work that the bureau 
needs to complete. “This 
guarantees that a person in 
the public apparatus who 
sees something that is not 
going well and lacks integ- 
rity can receive protection 
when bringing this to light.” 


Dump 
at 
Parkietenbos 
needs to close on the 31st 
of December 
Regarding the dump at 
Parkietenbos, which needs 
to close on the 31st of De- 
cember, Arends was asked 
if Carentra – recycling and 
scrap trading firm – current- 
ly has the equipment to pro- 
cess tires. Arends explained 
that initially Ecotech – Re- 
cycling and waste process- 
ing company – receives 
the tires, remove the iron 
from it and send that to (re- 
cycling company) Daltra, 
and afterwards the iron is 
exported. As for the tire it- 
self, Ecotech shreds them 
and the smaller tires go to 
Carentra where they use 
pyrolysis to process these 
tires to get oil as well as 
black carbon, which will be 


exported. 
“The oil will be used to re- 
duce the amount of Heavy 
Fuel Oil that Aruba is im- 
porting to power the tur- 
bines at (utilities company) 
WEB Aruba NV. These are 
the advanced agreements 
that are taking place with 
FMSA and Carentra, and 
this way we are closing the 
circle to arrive at a circular 
economy”, 
Arends 
said. 
“This is a perfect example 
of one product, and in the 
same way we are working 
on other waste streams to 
close the loop and arrive at 
a circular economy.” 


Must introduce Aruparking 
in a way that does not in- 
convenience the commu- 
nity 


As can be seen on social 
media, there is a lot of un- 
happiness from drivers in 
the local community in the 
last few days since Arupark- 
ing was reactivated and 
they found stickers stuck on 
their cars, particularly on 
the driver’s window. They 
were unhappy with it be- 
cause of the precise place- 
ment of the sticker. 


Arends commented: “Each 
person who receives a 
sticker is because they are 
not in compliance with the 
law. In this regard we must 
also reflect on complying 
with the existing rules, then 
you will not get a sticker. 
This is something in which 
citizens must also assume 
their 
responsibility 
and 
comply with the existing 
rules to avoid getting stick- 
ers two, three or four times.” 


He said he agrees that 
Aruparking needs to be 
introduced in a way that 
will not inconvenience or 
antagonize 
the 
citizens. 
“In this I am in complete 
agreement. We will work 
together with the supervi- 
sory board and the man- 
agement of Arubus to intro- 
duce Aruparking in a way 
that is in good social form, 
and also in a way that it re- 
ally creates the regulation, 
organization, 
accessibility 
and mobility that we want 
to see in the city centre.”q 
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Rhythm Circus Company Aruba (RCC Aruba) performing at Paseo Herencia 


Our company is based in Aruba since 
2010 and has performed at the Paseo 
Herencia Mall doing our circus and Lat- 
in dance show every week for the past 
10 years. In 2019, RCC Aruba did their 
very first international show in China in 
three different cities, representing Aruba 
during the opening ceremony and dur- 
ing different gala shows in the China 
Wuquiao International Circus Festival. 


In the winter of 2021, RCC Aruba per- 
formed in the capital of circus Buda- 
pest for two months doing more than 
70 shows in total. In January 2022 RCC 
Aruba participated in one of the three 
biggest circus competitions in the world 
winning the bronze award. They were 
also awarded a special prize as the 
favorite act where they competed 
against circus groups from 30 different 
countries. 


Yamilla Hernandez said “in Budapest 
Hungry our competition was very stiff 
as we competed against the best acts 
including gold and silver medalists from 
the Montecarlo International Circus Fes- 
tival, artists from Cirque du Soleil as well 
as artists from England, Spain, Russia, 
Italy, Mexico, Cuba, France, Ethiopia, 
Ukraine, Armenia, Ireland, Hungry, Ger- 
many, Mongolia, Czech Republic, Ka- 
zakhstan and USA. 
Coming from a small and relatively un- 
known island in the world of circus per- 
formers, we achieved 3rd place com- 
peting against some of the best acts in 
the world. It was an incredible accom- 
plishment for us and best of all we made 
Aruba proud. 


The best circus, dancing and entertain- 
ment company in the Caribbean. Their 
shows are exhilarating, exciting and ex- 
tremely entertaining…A definite must 


see when you visit Aruba. 


In the summer of 2022 RCC Aruba performed in Eng- 
land where they were the star attraction at the historic 
Hippodrome Circus during their famous Summer spec- 
tacular show, doing 122 shows in just 10 weeks. 


In May 2022 RCC Aruba was invited to perform in Amer- 
ica’s Got Talent. They received a standing ovation from 
the judges and the audience and moved to the next 
round of celebrity judges. All were so impressed with 
their great performance and they received four “yes- 
es” from the judges. 
Yamila Hernandez, Director of RCC Aruba said “our 
props were lost during our trip to the US but within an 
hour of starting the show some of our props arrived. 
AGT production supplied us with some of their mats, 
making it possible for us to perform. We were a little ner- 
vous that we did not have all of our own equipment, 
but when we heard the applause and shouts of more 
than 1500 people in the audience we were filled with 
courage and managed to do a great performance“ 


Before leaving for their next Europe Tour in December 
RCC Aruba is presenting 4 shows in Aruba at the Paseo 
Herencia Ballroom. They will be performing their AGT 
show as well as their other shows. These shows will be on 
Friday’s at 7 p.m. starting November 11 till December2, 
2022. The show has a cost of only Afl. 45,= per person 
as they wanted to maintain it at an affordable price so 
that everyone on the Island could have the chance to 
see the show. 
You can make your resercation on whatsapp +297 744 
40 59 or buy your ticket at Paseo Herencia – T.G.I. Fri- 
day. 


Don’t miss this opportunity to see our own RCC Aruba 
on stage on our Island of Aruba. 
After this presentation they will be going on a tour to 
Germany and Italy.q 
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First Mosquito Survey for the ABC Islands in nearly 75 years 


Kralendijk, Bonaire- 10th of 
November- In 2018, Natu- 
ralis 
Biodiversity 
Center 
conducted the first mosqui- 
to survey for the Dutch Lee- 
ward Islands (Sint Maarten, 
Sint Eustatius and Saba) 
in more than 70 years. In 
November, they plan to 
repeat these surveys, this 
time for the islands of Aru- 
ba, Bonaire and Curaçao. 
The team will consist of five 
researchers and two stu- 
dents from different insti- 
tutes and universities, and 
will be executed in close 
collaboration with the local 
mosquito control units of 
each island. 


In addition to being a 
household nuisance, mos- 
quitoes 
can 
spread 
a 
number of human and 
livestock pathogens which 
are responsible for causing 
diseases such as dengue, 
chikungunya, malaria, Zika, 
Rift Valley and West Nile 
Fever. In the last decade, 
the Caribbean has seen a 
series of mosquito-borne 
disease outbreaks includ- 
ing the 2014 chikungunya 
outbreak, the 2016 Zika out- 
break and several dengue 
outbreaks with the last one 


documented in 2020. 


Mosquito Surveys 
A new study, led by Natu- 
ralis 
Biodiversity 
Center 
from Leiden, the Nether- 
lands, will assess the cur- 
rent mosquito biodiversity 
across the islands of Aruba, 
Bonaire and Curaçao. The 
aim will be to visit each is- 
land for 7-10 days, setting 
10-16 traps to inventory 
adult mosquitos. In addi- 
tion, the aquatic larvae will 
be sampled from various 
potential mosquito breed- 
ing sites. These surveys will 
take place between No- 
vember 13th and Decem- 
ber 6th, starting in Aruba. 
The aim of the expedition is 


to gain knowledge on mos- 
quito diversity and establish 
identification tools to help 
public health research on 
the islands. 


Human Health Implications 
Often during an outbreak, 
the only way to slow down 
the spread of a disease 
is to control the specific 
mosquito population re- 
sponsible for its dissemina- 
tion. Therefore, effective 
management requires up- 
dated information on both 
local 
mosquito 
popula- 
tions as well as their distri- 
bution across the islands. 
As environmental condi- 
tions continue to shift due 
to climate, paired with an 
increase in human popula- 
tion for the islands, we can 
expect to see changes in 
insect populations (such as 
mosquitos) in the future. 
This expedition is part of the 
Mobocon Program, which 
focuses on capacity build- 
ing for mosquito borne dis- 
ease control in Bonaire, 
Sint Eustatius and Saba. This 
program already started in 
2017 and is funded by the 
Dutch Ministry of Health, 
Welfare and Sport.q 


The possible yield of one mosquito trap in 24 hours. Photo Sam 
Boerlijst, 2018. 


Salt water rock pools can be natural breeding places for some 
mosquitoes. Photo: Jordy van der Beek. 


Picture of a Haemagogus chrysochlorus mosquito. This mosquito 
is endemic to Aruba and Curaçao, which is the only place on 
earth where this species can be found. Picture Carel de Haseth 
taken at Pos Monton, Curaçao. 
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The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island at 
Caribbean Palm Village 


Recently, Kimberley Rich- 
ardson of the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s 
loyal and friendly visitors 
as Distinguished Visitors of 
Aruba. The Distinguished 
visitor certificate is pre- 
sented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a to- 
ken of appreciation, and to 
say ‘Masha Danki’, to the 
guests who visit Aruba 10 
years and more consecu- 
tively. 


The honorees were Mr. 
Robert & Mrs. Elizabeth Ke- 
nyon from Massachusetts, 
USA. 
These wonderful people 
stated that they love visiting 


the island very much, espe- 
cially for its year-round sun- 
ny weather, its white sandy 
beaches 
and 
turquoise 
waters, its picturesque sun- 
sets, its safety, its variety of 
foods, and Aruba’s warm 
and friendly people whom 
have become like family to 
them. 


Ms. Richardson together 
with the representatives of 
the Caribbean Palm Vil- 
lage Resort presented the 
certificate to the honor- 
ees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation 
destination and as their 
home-away-from-home.q 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 
Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 


Oranjestad 
- 
Recently, 
Kimberley Richardson of 
the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity had the great pleasure 
to honor on of Aruba’s 
loyal and friendly visitors 
as an Emerald Ambassa- 
dor of Aruba. The emerald 


Ambassador is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of ap- 
preciation and to say ‘Ma- 
sha Danki’ to guests whom 
visited Aruba 35 years and 
more consecutively. 


The Emerald Ambassador 
certificate is the highest 
certificate that we present, 
and is only given 
to a few, making every part 
of this honoring ceremony 
even more special. 


Ms. Richardson had the 
great pleasure to meet 
and honor Mrs. Madeleine 
Stucki this year. Mrs. Stucki 
is British, born in the island of 
Mauritius, and living in Swit- 
zerland. Her first visit to Aru- 
ba was in 1987 and she has 


come to Aruba every year 
ever since. Her visits are not 
just regular visits. Every year 
she visits the island, she 
stays for two months. Some- 
times She even comes to 
Aruba twice in a year! 


Mrs. Stucki mentioned that 
she will be coming to Aruba 
every year as long as she 
can. It is incredibly beauti- 
ful to see that Aruba still has 
so many loyal visitors, and 
that they even choose to 
bring along their families so 
they can experience the 
Aruba effect as well. 


Ms. Richardson together 
with the representatives of 
the Manchebo Beach Re- 
sort & Spa presented the 
certificates to the honor- 
ees, handed over some 
presents, and also thanked 
her for choosing Aruba as 
her favorite vacation des- 
tination and as her home- 
away-from-home.q 
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Local artist, Nimia Alexandra Geerman: 
“If I make someone feel something with my art, for me that’s great” 


ORANJESTAD – Nimia Alex- 
andra Geerman is a local 
artist who dedicates some 
of her time to tattoos, but 
also finds inspiration for 
paintings and even to paint 
shoes by hand. For this, she 
created her own brand 
“Bunnyhop” which is about 
wearable art. 


Her love for art began at 
a very young age when 
she took some courses for 
painting. Her father was 
also an artist attending art 
school, and her mother 
was someone who thought 
that because she had a 


daughter with an artist, she 
was born with the same 
talent. “But when you cre- 
ate art, it’s not something 
you are born with. The only 
talent you are born with is 
the desire to paint, to invest 
your time to painting. It’s 
the same as people who 
become athletes or play 
music, you need to train 
every day and invest your 
time”, she says. 


In high school she couldn’t 
focus 
on 
subjects 
like 
math, English or Dutch. 
She liked crafts and paint- 
ing. She had help from a 


teacher where she would 
skip French or English class 
and go painting lessons. 
“Because I really loved it, 
everything that can be 
learned related to art, I 
wanted to do it. Whether 
it was clay, painting, any- 
thing related to art, I liked 
investing my time to learn 
about it”, she said. 


Her wish from a young age 
was to become an artist, 
but her mother used to tell 
her she couldn’t live off art 
and she needed to study 


something. She decided 
to study to become a mas- 
seuse and worked as such 
for many years. 
She says that one day 
someone 
told 
her 
that 
there was a meeting with 
a man called Tito Bolivar 
to create a fair. “When I 
went to the meeting I was 
delighted, that was the first 
time I took part [in Aruba 
Art Fair].” 
That was the first time she 
exhibited her art. 


She also participated in 


the latest edition of Aruba 
Art Fair last week in San 
Nicolas, her second time 
participating. She said it 
was great when people 
would give her positive 
comments, 
and 
seeing 
other artists painting mu- 
rals, which was a goal for 
her. She started with small 
paintings, progressing to 
larger ones and eventually 
arriving at murals, which for 
her was an achievement. 


Finalizing, Geerman indi- 
cated that art is something 
anyone can develop, and 
something that is very im- 
portant for the mental state 
of a person, particularly 
those with mental health is- 
sues like depression. 
“There are many emotional 
things going on and I say 
that art is a big help. For 
example in my own life, if 
I’m sad I paint, if I’m hap- 
py I paint, everything that 
I have inside I reflect or I 
try to hind behind colors. 
It can be good, it can be 
bad. If I make anyone feel 
something with my art, for 
me that’s great. You don’t 
have to be afraid of fail- 
ing. Just buy some art sup- 
plies and paint for yourself. 
If it comes out bad it’s no 
problem, next time you do 
it better.”q 
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By KEN SWEET and MICHAEL 
BALSAMO 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The swift 
collapse of cryptocurrency 
exchange FTX sent more 
shockwaves through the 
crypto world on Thursday, 
with authorities now inves- 
tigating the firm for po- 
tential securities violations 
and analysts bracing for a 
further downturn in crypto 
prices. 
FTX had agreed earlier this 
week to sell itself to bigger 
rival Binance after experi- 
encing the cryptocurrency 
equivalent of a bank run. 
Customers fled the ex- 
change after becoming 
concerned about whether 
FTX had sufficient capital. 
A person familiar with mat- 
ter said that the Depart- 
ment of Justice and the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission are examining 
FTX to determine whether 
any criminal activity or se- 
curities offenses were com- 
mitted. The person could 
not discuss details of the 
investigations publicly and 
spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of ano- 
nymity. 
This week’s developments 
marked a shocking turn 
of events for FTX CEO and 
founder 
Sam 
Bankman- 
Fried, 
who 
was 
hailed 
as somewhat of a savior 
earlier this year when he 
helped shore up a number 
of cryptocurrency compa- 
nies that ran into financial 
trouble. 
The 
investigation 
into 
Bankman-Fried and FTX by 
those in the crypto world as 
well as securities regulators 
is centering on the possibil- 
ity that the firm may have 
used customers’ deposits 
to fund bets at Bankman- 


An advertisement for Bitcoin cryptocurrency is displayed on a 
street in Hong Kong, on Feb. 17, 2022. 
Associated Press 


AP source: U.S. authorities investigate 
crypto exchange FTX 


Fried’s hedge fund, Alam- 
eda Research. In tradition- 
al markets, brokers are ex- 
pected to separate client 
funds from other company 
assets. Violations can be 
punished by regulators. 
Meanwhile, 
investors 
in 
popular digital currencies 
got some relief from the 
latest crypto crisis Thursday 
after days of selling. Bitcoin 
rose to $17,691 after drop- 
ping as low as $15,512 on 
Wednesday. 
Ethereum rose 12%. The 
gains came after a gov- 
ernment report showing 
inflation cooled a bit last 
month gave a lift to riskier 
assets. 
The 
crypto 
world 
had 
hoped that Binance, the 
world’s largest crypto ex- 
change, might be able 
to rescue FTX and its de- 
positors. 
However, 
after 
Binance had a chance to 
look at the books of FTX, 
it became clear that the 
smaller exchange’s prob- 
lems were too big to solve. 
A person familiar with the 
dealings between FTX and 
Binance 
described 
the 
books as a “black hole” 
where it was impossible to 


differentiate between the 
assets and liabilities of FTX 
the exchange and those 
of Alameda Research. This 
person spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
they weren’t authorized to 
speak publicly about the 
matter. 
This person said Bankman- 
Fried committed the “ulti- 
mate sin” by tapping into 
FTX’s custodial assets to 
fund Alameda Research. 
In a further illustration of 
FTX’s financial straits, Bank- 
man-Fried asked his inves- 
tors Wednesday for $8 bil- 
lion to cover withdrawal 
requests, according to The 
Wall Street Journal, citing 
unnamed sources. 
In a series of Tweets on 
Thursday, the FTX founder 
and CEO said that he did 
not have enough liquidity 
to cover withdrawals and 
that he was more lever- 
aged than he had thought. 
“I f(asterisk)(asterisk)(aster- 
isk)ed up, and should have 
done better,” he said. 
The collapse of the cryp- 
tocurrency’s third largest 
exchange is likely to cause 
further 
disruption 
across 
the entire crypto world, an- 
alysts say, meaning Thurs- 
day’s rally could be tem- 
porary. 
“The unwinding of FTX, as 
well as its shock of confi- 
dence to the system, will 
cause crypto prices to fall 
even further leading to “a 
new cascade of margin 
calls,” said analysts at J.P. 
Morgan in a note to inves- 
tors. q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
aloe Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE 
CANAVERAL, 
Fla. 
(AP) — A large section of 
the destroyed space shut- 
tle Challenger has been 
found buried in sand at 
the bottom of the Atlantic, 
more than three decades 
after 
the 
tragedy 
that 
killed a schoolteacher and 
six others. 
NASA’s Kennedy Space 
Center announced the dis- 
covery Thursday. 
“Of course, the emotions 
come back, right?” said 
Michael Ciannilli, a NASA 
manager who confirmed 
the remnant’s authentic- 
ity. When he saw the un- 
derwater video footage, 
“My heart skipped a beat, 
I must say, and it brought 
me right back to 1986 ... 
and what we all went 
through as a nation.” 
It’s one of the biggest piec- 
es of Challenger found in 
the decades since the ac- 
ciden t, according to Cian- 
nilli, and the first remnant 
to be discovered since 
two fragments from the 
left wing washed ashore in 
1996. 
Divers for a TV documen- 
tary first spotted the piece 
in March while looking 
for wreckage of a World 
War II plane. NASA veri- 
fied through video a few 
months ago that the piece 
was part of the shuttle that 
broke apart shortly after lift- 
off on Jan. 28, 1986. All sev- 
en on board were killed, 
including the first school- 
teacher bound for space, 
Christa McAuliffe. 
The underwater video pro- 
vided “pretty clear and 
convincing 
evidence,” 
said Ciannilli. 
The piece is more than 15 
feet by 15 feet (4.5 meters 
by 4.5 meters); it’s likely 
bigger because part of it 
is covered with sand. Be- 
cause there are square 
thermal tiles on the piece, 
it’s believed to be from the 
shuttle’s belly, Ciannilli said. 
The fragment remains on 
the ocean floor just off the 
Florida coast near Cape 
Canaveral as NASA deter- 
mines the next step. It re- 
mains the property of the 


In this photo provided by the HISTORY® Channel, underwater explorer and marine biologist Mike 
Barnette and wreck diver Jimmy Gadomski explore a 20-foot segment of the 1986 Space Shuttle 
Challenger that the team discovered in the waters off the coast of Florida during the filming of The 
HISTORY® Channel’s new series, “The Bermuda Triangle: Into Cursed Waters,” premiering Tuesday, 
Nov. 22, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Section of destroyed shuttle Challenger found on 
ocean floor 


U.S. government. The fami- 
lies of all seven Challenger 
crew members have been 
notified. 
“We want to make sure 
whatever we do, we do 
the right thing for the leg- 
acy of the crew,” Ciannilli 
said. 
Roughly 118 tons (107 met- 
ric tons) of Challenger de- 
bris have been recovered 
since the accident. That 
represents about 47% of 
the entire vehicle, includ- 
ing parts of the two solid- 
fuel boosters and external 
fuel tank. Most of the recov- 
ered wreckage remains 


buried in abandoned mis- 
sile silos at Cape Canav- 
eral Space Force Station. 
The exception is a left side 
shuttle panel on display at 
Kennedy Space Center’s 
visitor complex, alongside 
the charred cockpit win- 
dow frame from shuttle 
Columbia, 
which 
broke 
apart over Texas during re- 
entry in 2003, killing seven 
astronauts. 
Far less has been recov- 
ered of Columbia 42 tons 
(38 metric tons) represent- 
ing 38% of the shuttle. The 
Columbia 
remains 
are 
stored in converted offic- 


es inside Kennedy’s mas- 
sive 
hangar. 
Launched 
on an exceptionally cold 
morning, Challenger was 
brought down by eroded 
O-ring seals in the right 
booster. Columbia ended 
up with a slashed left wing, 
the result of foam insula- 
tion breaking off the ex- 
ternal fuel tank at liftoff. 
Mismanagement was also 
blamed..q 
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By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Viewers 
of “The Calling” will quickly 
learn it isn’t a typical TV po- 
lice procedural. Just two 
minutes in, the lead detec- 
tive of a fresh murder bows 
quietly over the dead body 
and prays. 
Detective Avraham Avra- 
ham is an unusual figure 
in the New York Police De- 
partment: A keen observer 
of human behavior from his 
study of philosophy and his 
Orthodox Jewish faith. 
“I’m proud to play a Jewish 
detective that is religious,” 
says actor Jeff Wilbusch, 
who plays Avraham. “It’s 
very unique to have such a 
show. And I think it’s an im- 
portant story to tell.” 
Peacock’s “The Calling,” 
which 
co-stars 
Juliana 
Canfield 
as 
Avraham’s 
partner, is from celebrated 
showrunner, writer and ex- 
ecutive 
producer 
David 
E. Kelley, with Oscar- and 
Emmy-winning Barry Levin- 
son directing the first two 
episodes and Hans Zimmer 
and Steve Mazzaro pro- 
viding the music. It debuts 
Thursday. 
Based on a series of books 
by Israeli crime writer Dror 
A. Mishani, “The Calling” 
puts a Jewish detective 
who quotes from the Torah 
front and center on U.S. 
primetime during a new 
spasm of antisemitism. 


“We’re living in tricky times, 
sad times,” says Wilbusch. 
“I believe very much in the 
power of storytelling. You 
know, I don’t know how 
much power I have, but I’m 
very proud of the series.” 
“The Calling” is a quirky, 
more quiet show, using 
melodies that borrow from 
the Middle East and cin- 
ematography grinded into 
the gritty streets of New 
York City, where it was 
filmed during 2022’s spring 
and summer. 
One recurring character is 
a homeless former profes- 
sor. 


“This is a different animal. 
It’s not going to be for ev- 
eryone,” says Kelley. “It’s 
a battle to wrestle for the 
viewer’s 
attention 
and 
when you use as your vehi- 
cle to wrestle a more quiet 
character in a quiet show, 
it brings certain challenges 
with it.” 
Wilbusch’s Avraham, or Avi 
to his colleagues, is a lone- 
wolf of a detective brilliant 
but a bit stand-offish and 
sometimes too blunt. He 
doodles pictures of fish on 
napkins to relax and can 
read a room and a suspect 
like no other detective. 


“The mood of the show is 
intentionally 
enigmatic,” 
says Canfield. 
“Avi is a detective who op- 
erates in a different way 
from 
your 
run-of-the-mill 
detective. And I think the 
show mirrors his approach 
in a lot of ways, which is to 
say the show and Avi are 
both deeply interested in 
character and human be- 
havior.” 
The first season centers 
on the case of a missing 
teen, which stretches out 
over the eight, hourlong 
episodes. The detectives 
run down every lead, from 


school friends and his sister 
to his unhappy mother and 
stern father. Avraham is al- 
ways trying to get inside the 
head of a suspect or victim, 
even sitting quietly on the 
edge of the missing teen’s 
bed to feel his essence. 
It’s a character that imme- 
diately intrigued the Israeli- 
born actor. Few acting jobs 
led him to prepare by ask- 
ing real homicide detec- 
tives how they decompress 
after work while also read- 
ing essays about Hellenis- 
tic-period Stoics like Marcus 
Aurelius. 
In one scene, Canfield’s 
character 
notices 
the 
shelves of books in her 
partner’s cubicle. “There’s 
a copy of the Torah and 
the Talmud, but there are 
also books written by great 
Greek 
philosophers 
and 
classical philosophers. So 
he uses Judaism as a sort 
of entry point into a way 
of thinking about the world 
philosophically. And that’s 
how he approached his 
detective work.” 
The 
interplay 
between 
Avraham and Canfield’s 
rookie detective is delight- 
ful. She is an ambitious, by- 
the-book cop who sees him 
use his pools of knowledge 
and hyper-detailed obser- 
vations of social behavior 
to crack cases. “You can’t 
learn what he does,” warns 
her commander. “Yes, I 
can,” she responds. q 


NEW YORK (AP) — Snoop 
Dogg is getting a big- 
screen biopic. 
Universal 
Pictures 
an- 
nounced Wednesday that 
the studio is developing a 
film about Snoop Dogg’s 
life to be produced by the 
51-year-old 
rapper. 
The 
film will be written by Joe 
Robert Cole, who co-wrote 
the two “Black Panther” 
films, and directed by Allen 
Hughes, the filmmaker of 
“Menace II Society.” 
“I waited a long time to put 
this project together be- 
cause I wanted to choose 
the right director, the per- 
fect writer, and the great- 
est movie company I could 


partner with that could un- 
derstand the legacy that 
I’m trying to portray on 
screen, and the memory 
I’m trying to leave behind,” 
Snoop said in a statement. 
“It was the perfect mar- 
riage. It was holy matrimo- 
ny, not holy macaroni.” 
Universal previously turned 
the story of rap group 
N.W.A. into the hit 2015 film 
“Straight Outta Compton” 
and also released the ac- 
claimed Eminem biopic “8 
Mile” in 2002. Cole said the 
studio “has proven they 
can guide a movie like this 
to something special.” 
Donna Langley, chairman 
of Universal Filmed Enter- 


tainment Group, said she 
met with Snoop shortly af- 
ter he acquired Death Row 
Records. 
His 
acquisition 
was announced just days 
before Snoop performed 
in the Super Bowl halftime 
show in February with Dr. 
Dre, Eminem, Mary J. Blige 
and Kendrick Lamar. 
Snoop Dogg broke through 
in the early ‘90s as part of 
the West Coast rap scene 
as a collaborator of Dr. 
Dre’s. 
He’s sold more than 35 mil- 
lion albums worldwide in his 
three-decade career. He’ll 
produce the film along 
with Sara Ramaker and 
Hughes.q 


This image released by Peacock shows Jeff Wilbusch in a scene from “The Calling.” 
Associated Press 


A Jewish detective bows on TV during a wave of antisemitism 


Entertainer Snoop Dogg walks on the field before an NFL 
football game between the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the 
New Orleans Saints Sunday, Dec. 19, 2021, in Tampa, Fla. 
Associated Press 


Snoop Dogg biopic is in development with Universal Pictures 
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
Tiger Woods made it official 
Wednesday by announc- 
ing he would return to 
competition as part of the 
20-man field at the Hero 
World Challenge in the Ba- 
hamas. 
Woods is the tournament 
host of the unofficial event 
on Dec. 1-4 at Albany Golf 
Club, where the tourna- 
ment has been played 
since 2015. 
It will be the first time Woods 
has played the Hero World 
Challenge, which benefits 
his foundation, since 2019. 
Woods, who announced 
his decision on Twitter, has 
not played competitively 
since he missed the cut in 
the British Open at St. An- 


drews in July. 
That was only the third 
tournament he played in 
2022, all of them majors. 
He made the cut at the 
Masters and PGA Cham- 
pionship, finishing 47th at 
Augusta National and with- 
drawing after three rounds 
at Southern Hills. 
The Hero World Challenge 
is the start of a busy month 
for Woods, who also has 
agreed to play in a made- 
for-TV exhibition on Dec. 
10 with Rory McIlroy as his 
partner in a 12-hole match 
against Jordan Spieth and 
Justin Thomas. 
Woods also is expected 
to play in the PNC Cham- 
pionship a week later with 
his son, Charlie. They were 
runners-up a year ago in 


Orlando, Florida. 
The 20-man field in the Ba- 
hamas receives world rank- 
ing points, with the caveat 
that sponsor exemptions 
must be among the top 50 
in the world. 
There is an exception for the 
tournament host Woods is 
at No. 1,245. 
Woods said Tommy Fleet- 
wood and Kevin Kisner 
would be the other exemp- 
tions, joining an already 
stacked field that has 17 
of the top 20 players in the 
world. The only players from 
the top 20 not playing are 
McIlroy, 
Cameron 
Smith 
and Patrick Cantlay. Smith, 
the British Open champion, 
is ineligible because of his 
PGA Tour suspension for 
joining LIV Golf.q 


Tiger Woods tips his hat to the crowd during a match between 
Serena Williams and Anett Kontaveit, of Estonia, in the second 
round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 
31, 2022, in New York. 
Associated Press 


Tiger Woods to return at his tournament in the Bahamas 


By MIKE FITZPATRICK 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — With a 
record contract for Edwin 
Díaz, his swift return to the 
New York Mets was music 
to their ears. 
Díaz and the Mets com- 
pleted their $102 million, 
five-year 
deal 
Wednes- 
day the largest for a re- 
liever in baseball history. 
The star closer can opt out 
after three seasons, and 
the agreement includes a 
team option for 2028. 
The 28-year-old Díaz be- 
came a free agent Sunday 
following a dominant sea- 
son with the Mets. Need- 
ing to rebuild most of their 
pitching staff, they started 
at the back end of the bull- 
pen and quickly locked up 
the 
right-hander 
before 
other teams were permit- 
ted to negotiate with him. 
“Edwin has every attribute 
we look for in a closer,” 
general manager Billy Ep- 
pler said in a news release. 
“He’s a tremendous com- 
petitor, has a burning de- 
sire to be the best and 
possesses the stuff to com- 
pete with any hitter in the 
league. We are thrilled he’ll 
be anchoring our bullpen 
moving forward.” 
Díaz went 3-1 with a 1.31 
ERA and 32 saves in 35 


chances this year, making 
his second All-Star team. 
He had 118 strikeouts in 62 
innings over 61 appear- 
ances as New York won 
101 games second-most 
in club history and earned 
the top National League 
wild card for its first playoff 
berth in six years. 
Harnessing his 100 mph-plus 
fastball and wipeout slider, 
Díaz became the third ma- 
jor league pitcher to face 
at least 200 batters and 
strike out more than half of 


them, joining closers Arol- 
dis Chapman in 2014 and 
Craig Kimbrel in 2012. Díaz’s 
rate of 17.13 strikeouts per 
nine innings ranked second 
in big league history behind 
Chapman’s mark of 17.74 
in 2014. Along the way, 
Díaz became a fan favorite 
at Citi Field with his rousing 
entrance to the popular 
tune “Narco” by Blasterjaxx 
and Timmy Trumpet. 
“Sound the trumpets! It’s 
official. Edwin Diaz deal is 
done,” Mets owner Steve 


Cohen tweeted Wednes- 
day after Díaz passed his 
physical. 
The aggressive move by 
the Mets took one of the 
top arms off the market be- 
fore baseball’s free-agent 
frenzy even begins this off- 
season. 
Díaz’s deal broke the previ- 
ous high for a reliever, set 
when Chapman returned 
to the New York Yankees 
after the 2016 season for 
an $86 million, five-year 
agreement. 
Chapman 


voided the last two years 
and reached a $48 million, 
three-year contract that 
brought his earnings to $104 
million over six seasons. 
Eppler said late in the sea- 
son he told agent Joel 
Wolfe the team was inter- 
ested in re-signing Díaz, 
and expressed that to the 
pitcher directly as play- 
ers were leaving the club- 
house following the final 
game. 
“Began dialogue, I don’t 
know, 12, 15 days after that. 
We had a good amount of 
dialogue over the last week 
before we really dug into 
some numbers and kind 
of walked through some 
structures. Once we could 
outline kind of a frame- 
work, it was just a matter 
of calling everyone on the 
line,” Eppler said at the GM 
meetings in Las Vegas. 
“We trust the player. We 
trust the character. He 
wanted to get something 
done. He wanted to stay 
here. He was very upfront 
about that and we were 
ready to go, so we felt it 
was a really good match.” 
Under Cohen, who bought 
the Mets after the 2020 
season, New York became 
baseball’s biggest spender 
this year for the first time 
since 1989. q 


New York Mets relief pitcher Edwin Diaz (39) reacts after the final out in the first baseball game of 
a doubleheader against the Washington Nationals, o, Oct. 4, 2022, in New York. 


Associated Press 


Díaz, Mets ink $102M, 5-year deal, record for MLB closer 
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By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Pro Football Writer 
Derrick Henry was a bit 
amused by the premise of 
a question talking about 
the importance of passing 
in the modern NFL. 
“Is it a passing league?” 
he said jokingly. “I’m play- 
ing. But we (have) guys in 
the league that are running 
the ball well, that are effi- 
cient and been playing at 
a high level for an amount 
of years. So just credit to our 
RBs in the game. Just keep 
killing it.” 
Henry and his running back 
friends have been doing just 
that through the first half of 
the season with a big assist 
from a young generation of 
running quarterbacks such 
as Lamar Jackson and Jus- 
tin Fields. 
While the big paydays and 
much of the attention goes 
to 
quarterbacks, 
receiv- 
ers and other players who 
impact the passing game 
either by blocking or de- 
fending, there has been a 
bit of a renaissance when it 
comes to running the foot- 
ball. With defenses keep- 
ing two safeties deep and 
playing with fewer defend- 
ers near the line of scrim- 
mage to guard against the 
big play, and offenses more 
willing to take advantage 
of that, running the ball is 
having its biggest success 
in decades. 
Through the first nine weeks 
of the season, teams are 
combining for 241.4 yards 
rushing per game for the 


highest mark at this point 
of the season since 1987 
when the league used re- 
placements 
players 
for 
three games. 
The previous time it hap- 
pened with real NFL play- 
ers the entire time was in 
1985 when Walter Payton, 
Marcus Allen and Eric Dick- 
erson were among the 
game’s biggest stars. 
“It feels like there is a little 
bit of a change around the 
league where teams really 
are making a big emphasis 
and focus to run the foot- 
ball,” Seattle defensive co- 
ordinator Clint Hurtt said. 
There are five teams aver- 
aging at least 150 yards a 


game on the ground one 
more than did it in the past 
three seasons combined. 
The Giants have used their 
success on the ground to 
be one of the league’s big- 
gest surprises with six wins 
already on the strength 
of a healthy season from 
Saquon Barkley and using 
quarterback Daniel Jones 
in the running game. 
Atlanta has remained in 
contention in what was 
supposed to be a rebuild- 
ing year by capitalizing on 
the mobility of quarterback 
Marcus Mariota and backs 
such as Cordarrelle Patter- 
son. 
“People know we want to 


run the football,” coach 
Arthur Smith said. “That’s 
what fires you up, and it 
won’t be that way every 
week. We’re going to have 
a challenge. We know how 
competitive it is. But when 
you can run the ball, when 
they know you’re going to 
run it, that speaks volumes 
about your guys.” 
Even teams that have dy- 
namic options in the pass- 
ing game have been using 
the run to great success to 
take advantage of how 
defenses play these days. 
The struggling Raiders had 
their biggest success offen- 
sively this season during a 
three-game stretch when 


Josh Jacobs rushed for 
441 yards against defenses 
geared to stop Davante 
Adams. 
“You’ve got to be able 
to function and execute 
against whatever they do,” 
coach 
Josh 
McDaniels 
said. “If they’re going to try 
to protect the deep part of 
the field and not give up a 
bunch of big plays, I think 
that comes back down to 
execution and discipline 
for us. I mean, if you have 
to drive it 10 to 12 plays to 
score, then you’re going to 
need to be able to be disci- 
plined enough to do that.” 
Perhaps no team has had 
as much success on the 
ground as the Bears, who 
have gotten a big spark on 
offense when they seemed 
to ditch the passing game 
and 
focus 
the 
offense 
around Fields and his ability 
to run. 
Chicago is averaging 195.4 
yards per game on the 
ground, putting the Bears 
on pace for 3,322 yards 
26 more than the single- 
season record set in a 16- 
game season by Baltimore 
in 2019. 
But the Bears are averag- 
ing 243 yards rushing the 
past four games becoming 
the second in NFL history to 
rush for at least 235 yards 
in four straight games. That 
feat was last accomplished 
by the 1949 Eagles when 
the sport barely resembled 
the modern version that 
took over when rules made 
passing easier in 1978.q 


Tennessee Titans running back Derrick Henry (22) runs with the ball past Kansas City Chiefs safety 
Justin Reid (20) and cornerback Trent McDuffie (21) during the first half of an NFL football game 
Sunday, Nov. 6, 2022, in Kansas City, Mo. 
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Running game having biggest impact in decades in NFL 


By JOE REEDY 
AP Sports Writer 
P.K. Subban has become a 
full-time member of ESPN’s 
hockey team after contrib- 
uting during last season’s 
Stanley Cup playoff cover- 
age. 
Subban, who retired in Sep- 
tember, has signed a three- 
year agreement with ESPN. 
He will work mainly as a stu- 
dio analyst but will handle 
some games during the 
season. 
“I’ve known for a few 
weeks now. It’s been tough 
to have known what I was 


gonna do and just kind of 
keep it close to the chest. 
But I’m excited now that 
we’re here,” Subban said. 
“I had done some work 
last postseason and it was 
great. I enjoyed working 
with the producers and ev- 
erybody.” 
Subban said the opportuni- 
ties of making appearanc- 
es on “First Take” and other 
ESPN programming during 
the playoffs was another 
factor in the decision. 
The 
33-year-old 
Subban 
played 13 seasons for the 
Montreal Canadiens, Nash- 


ville Predators and New 
Jersey Devils. He scored 467 
points in 824 regular-season 
games, including 115 goals. 
He won the Norris Trophy as 
the league’s top defense- 
man in 2013 with the Ca- 
nadiens and reached the 
2017 Stanley Cup Final with 
the Predators as well as be- 
ing a three-time NHL All- 
Star selection. Mark Gross, 
ESPN’s senior vice president 
for Production and Remote 
Events, said Subban adds 
even more experience to 
the network’s roster of ana- 
lysts and reporters.q 


Montreal Canadiens defenseman P. K. Subban arrives at the 
NHL hockey All-Star game skills competition on Jan. 30, 2016, 
in Nashville, Tenn. 
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Recently retired P.K. Subban joining ESPN as hockey analyst 


